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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 




I'U 



An image processing apparatus^jx^^ hiding 
means for forming second identification information not 
easily recognizable with^eyer^and different in form from 
first identification information relating to a copyright and 
not easily recocmiTzable with eye, said hiding means also for 
setting the ^second identification information in image data 
contaii^ifig the first identification information. 
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2. An image processing apparatus according to^CTaiiri 1, 
wherein the first identification inf orm^idrT^is^f ormed by a 
first color signal, and said h^rding^means comprises color 
conversion means for perf orm^^|\qolpr conversion of the 
image data, and forming m^anssjor forming the second 
identification inf orrn^ition by a second color signal 
different from^t|ie first color signal forming the color - 
convert ed^fijrst identification information in the color- 
converted image data . 



3. An image prodessing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the first identification information has a first 
block size, and said hidkng means forms the second 
identification information having a second block size. 
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4. An image processing apparatus according to Claim 3, 
wherein said hiding means comprises color conversion means 
for performing color conversion of the image data, and sets 
the second identification information having the second 
block size in the colorl- converted image data. 



5. An image processing apparatus according to Claim 4, 
wherein each of the color- converted first identification 
information and the second identification information is 
formed by a yellow signal. 



6 . An image proces 
wherein the first ident 
signal for a thin color 



sing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
fication information is formed by a 



7. An image processing apparatus according to Claim 1, 
wherein the first identification information is set as a 
frequency component of the image data. 
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j/. An image processing method comprise 
step including: 



a setting 



forming second ident if ipaftion information not easily 
recognizable with eye ^mi different in form from first 
identification information relating to a copyright and not 
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setting the^e^fgond identification information in image 
data cpjatciining the first identification information. 

9. An image processing method according-^ttT Claim 8, 
wherein the first identification in^oifmation is formed by a 
first color signal, and ^idj^^Cting step comprises 
performing color conver^tbijf 6f_jth^ image data and forming 
the second identif >c5atic3ti-^inf ormation by a second color 
signal differ^rft from the first color signal forming the 
color-converted first identification information in the 
color^converted image data . 
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/^9 V ^10. An image processing method according to Claim 8, 
wherein the first identification information has a first 



block size, and said 
second identification 



jetting step comprises forming the 
information having a second block size. 



1 1 . An image pre 
wherein said setting 
conversion of the im. 



cessing method according to Claim 10, 
step comprises performing color 
ge data and setting the second 
identification information having the second block size in 
the color-converted /image data. 



1 2 . An image 
wherein each of the 



processing method according to Claim 11, 
color -converted first identification 
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information and the second identification information is 
formed by a yellow signal. 



13. An image processing method according to Claim 8, 



wherein the first ident 
signal for a thin color 



:.fication information is formed by a 



14. An image proc 
wherein the first 
frequency component of 



sslng method according to Claim 8, 

ion information is set as a 
the image data. 



ident if icat 




1J5 . A computer -readable storage mB<l±}^a^cpm^j:±s±ng a 
program for a setting process stored thjsifein, the setting 
process including : 

forming second identification information not easily 
recognizable with eye anc^aif f erent in form from first 
identification infoima'tion relating to a copyright and not 
easily recognizable with eye; and 

settinjj^the second identification information in image 
data containing the first identification information. 



16. A computer-readable 
Claim 15 , wherein the first^i 
formed by a first color signal. 




medium according to 
ion information is 
d the setting process 



comprises color conversion processing for performing color 



conversion of the ^mage data and forming processing for 
forming the second identification information by a second 
color signal dif f eren-k from the first color signal forming 
the color-converted firtet identification information in the 
color-converted image data. 



A computer-readable storage medium according to 



Claim U5, wherein t^ie first identification information has a 
first block size, aid the setting process comprises forming 
the second identification information having a second block 
size. 
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18. A computer -Readable storage medium according to 
Claim 17, wherein thel setting process comprises color 
conversion processing \f or performing color conversion of the 
image data, and sets the second identification information 
having the second block \pize in the color- converted image 
data. 



.9. An image processing appara±us^et5fhprising hiding 
means for forming second identification information not 
easily recognizable with eye and different in form from 
first identif ication^ifif ormat ion not easily recognizable 
with eye, said hdTaing means also for setting the second 
identif ic^tfxon information in image data containing the 
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first identification information, 



20. An image processing apparatus accordina_t©-X^.aim 
19, wherein the first identification inf or ! nfation is formed 
by a first color signal, ancKsafcid l^rdi^g means comprises 
color conversion means for/ p^Mormpp(g color conversion of 
the image data, and f oi^a^?g_jneans for forming the second 
identification information by a second color signal 
different from>tne first color signal forming the color- 
converted ^first identification information in the color - 
image data . 



21. An image processing apparatus according to Claim 
19, wherein the first ^Identification information has a first 
block size, and said hiking means forms the second 
identification information having a second block size. 



22. An image processing apparatus according to Claim 
21, wherein said hiding means comprises color conversion 
means for performing color conversion of the image data, and 
sets the second identif iication information having the second 
block size in the color/converted image data. 



23. An image processing apparatus according to Claim 
22, wherein each of jche color-converted first identification 



information and th4 second identification information is 
formed by a yellow sVgnal. 



24. An image processing apparatus according to Claim 
19, wherein the firs ; identification information is formed 
by a signal for a than color, 



25. An image/processing apparatus according to Claim 
19, wherein the first identification information is set as a 
frequency component of the image data. 




!6. A computer-readable storagem^drium comprising a 
program for a setting process stg^d therein, the setting 
process including : 

forming second identification information not easily 
recognizable with eye/and different in form from first 
identification information and not easily recognizable with 
eye ; and 

setting the second identification information in image 
data containing the first identification information, 



27. A computer - readable^sstorage medium according to 
Claim 26, wherein the first /identification information is 
formed by a first color &£gnQ)/, and the setting process 
comprises color conversion processing for performing color 
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conversion of the image data and fornp*HtJ^ processing for 
forming the second idenftif tLc^fc-ibn information by a second 
color signal dif f erenp<frtmTfie first color signal forming 
the color-conver>^S fi^sx identification information in the 
color -converged image data. 
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^28. 
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A computer -readable storage medium according to 
wherein the firsV identification information has a 
first block size, and the setting process comprises forming 



the second identification in: 
size. 



ormation having a second block 



29. A computer -readablef storage medium according to 
Claim 28, wherein the sett:Lng process comprises color 
conversion processing for /performing color conversion of the 
image data, and sets the /second identification information 
having the second block jsize in the color-converted image 
data. 




